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Bolivia  in particular  almost the Tibet of South America
and parts of Peru were very little better   and this condition
will only disappear with the provision of roads and railways
and the development of air services

FIG. 177   Smelters  typical of the cordillera from Mexico to Fern.
4     Minerals
The wealth and extent of the mineral deposits were the
real cause of the Spanish invasion of South America. The
vast quantities of gold and sdver exported smce the
Spanish occupation have not resulted m any benefit to the
countries producing them but have rather tended to beep
the plateau regions m a state bordermg on savagery
Modern mining development has given more atteaboai to tiac
deports of minerals other than those of gold and silver and
the need for labour has forced attention to the coodtttoa of
the labourers.